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Become a Sound Investor today 
and share in music’s future!
BCMG’s 2015/16 season sees the premiere of eight 
commissions supported with the financial assistance 
of a wide range of individuals through our pioneering 
commissioning scheme, Sound Investment. 

Sound Investment premieres this season  
include works by Melinda Maxwell, Edmund  
Finnis, Michael Zev Gordon, Benedict Mason,  
Zoë Martlew, Luke Bedford, Richard Baker and 
John Woolrich. 

Launched in 1992 and celebrating its 25th 
anniversary next year, more than 350 Sound 
Investors have enabled us to commission 90 
new pieces of music from the world’s leading 
composers, bringing our audiences more of the 
most exciting and thrilling new music than would 
otherwise be possible. 

As a Sound Investor you will: 
•  be invited to rehearsals and a special reception 

at the premiere
• meet the composer and performers
•  be thanked for your support in the score  

of the piece
•  have the opportunity to receive a signed full 

score of the piece
•  be kept informed with the progress of your 

work and repeat performances

Future seasons will see premieres from composers 
including Kevin Volans, Colin Matthews, Helen 
Grime, Francisco Coll, and Harrison Birtwistle.

Join Sound Investment today and share in  
the excitement of bringing new music to life.  
Your involvement as a Sound Investor can start  
from £15 a month. 

For more information please visit  
the website or contact Alex Wright:
alex@bcmg.org.uk / 0121 616 6523

bcmg.org.uk/soundinvestment



After many years at BCMG, this will be my 
and Jackie Newbould’s final season, and I feel a 
particular pride and anticipation in presenting a 
season bursting with new works. Ranging from the 
strikingly original young voice of Edmund Finnis, 
through to the unique magic of Benedict Mason, 
a major international figure whose joyous music 
explores space and sound and is too seldom heard 
in the UK. We also premiere pieces by Melinda 
Maxwell and Zöe Martlew, better known perhaps to 
BCMG audiences as performers in the ensemble. 

For family audiences we’re delighted to welcome 
MishMash Productions’ newly devised touring 
show featuring musicians from the brilliant Aurora 
Orchestra, and we have our own Families@4 
concerts in February and May as well as a new 
collaborative project with Ikon Gallery as part of  
the Family Arts Festival in the autumn. 

In addition to our CBSO Centre projects, we’ll 
present new site-specific work by Michael Wolters 
at the Birmingham Weekender festival, take part 
in the University of Birmingham’s exciting new 
CrossCurrents festival, visit the Wigmore Hall with 
Howard Skempton’s significant new setting of The 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner for baritone Roderick 
Williams, and take BCMG commissions to the  
El Cervantino Festival in Mexico as part of the  
UK/Mexico Year of Culture.
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Stephen Newbould
BCMG Artistic Director

Introducing our  
2015/16 season

‘…no frills, just loving ,  
perfectly-judged  

performances of music  
with eloquence to spare.’ 

The Birmingham Post
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Emerging from within the City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra in 1987, Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group quickly established 
a reputation for exciting performances, innovative 
audience-building and learning initiatives, and 
a central commitment to composers and the 
presentation of new work. The Group thrives on 
innovation and invention and is critically acclaimed 
for championing the most forward-looking music 
regionally, nationally and internationally.

As a world-leading contemporary ensemble, 
BCMG has premiered over 160 works, most 
commissioned through its pioneering Sound 
Investment scheme, with a family of Investors 
supporting each new piece. In addition, BCMG’s 
extensive Learning and Participation Programme 
supports young people as composers, performers 
and listeners of new music through an exciting 
range of projects in- and out-of-school. BCMG is 
committed to talent development and the BCMG/
Sound and Music Apprentice Composer-in-
Residence scheme provides access for emerging 
composers to the full range of the Group’s work.

BCMG features on numerous CDs, including 
an ongoing series of NMC discs devoted to British 
composers, with recent recordings of music by Charlotte 
Bray, Oliver Knussen, Tansy Davies, Alexander Goehr 
and Richard Causton. The Group has two Artists-in-
Association, Oliver Knussen and John Woolrich, and Sir 
Simon Rattle is the Group’s Founding Patron.

This brochure is available  
free of charge in large-print, 
Braille, on CD or by email.  
Please contact Tim Rushby, 
Marketing Manager:  
tim@bcmg.org.uk /  
0121 616 2619 /  
BCMG, CBSO Centre, Berkley 
Street, Birmingham, B1 2LF

Discover Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group

BCMG performing at Ikon Gallery
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Any event that defines itself from the environment 
and within time is a Sculpture. Rie Nakajima and 
David Toop question notions of performance 
as entertainment, conventions of duration and 
negotiations of space. 

For this event, five artists, including Nakajima 
and Toop, work within defined guidelines:
1/  You can place your Sculpture in any part of the space 

except for those that are forbidden by external forces.
2/   You can choose the duration of your Sculpture. 

This can be approximate for your own purposes 
but please be specific when you tell us the duration.

3/  If your Sculpture lasts for longer than the time you 
have chosen, then you may find that the next Sculpture 
overlaps with yours. Please don’t be alarmed by this.

Places are free but should be booked. Please visit 
ikon-gallery.org to book online or call Ikon on 
0121 248 0708.

Ikon in collaboration with BCMG presents  
an ongoing project devised and curated by  
Rie Nakajima and David Toop:

Sculpture 7
Sunday 6 September 2015, 2 – 4pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

BCMG in collaboration with Stan’s Cafe and as part of 
the Birmingham Weekender presents: 

Requiem
Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 September 
2015, Multiple performances
Empty Shop Unit, North Western 
Arcade, Birmingham

Bass Clarinet: Jack McNeill
Michael Wolters: Requiem (World premiere 
performances / Birmingham Weekender 
commission)
 
Birmingham Contemporary Music Group gives the 
first ever performances of a substantial new piece by 
composer Michael Wolters for solo bass clarinet and 
tape – with striking presentation by Birmingham-
based theatre company Stan’s Cafe.

Wolters’ beautiful and poignant Requiem for 
the empty shops of Birmingham, commissioned 
especially for the Birmingham Weekender, will see 
Jack McNeill perform in an abandoned retail unit 
in the passageway next to House of Fraser (opposite 
Great Western Arcade) on both the Saturday and 
Sunday of the Festival.

This is a free event, with no ticket required.

Sculpture 2
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Sunday 15 November 2015, 7.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Conductor: Oliver Knussen 
Vocal Soloists:  RSVP Voices * 
Patrick Brennan: Polly Roe
Carl Nielsen/Hans Abrahamsen: Three Piano 
Pieces Op. 59 recomposed for 10 instruments
Hans Abrahamsen: Liebeslied
Julian Anderson: The Comedy of Change
Melinda Maxwell: new work (World premiere / 
BCMG Sound Investment commission)
Igor Stravinsky: Renard *
 
This ballet-tinged programme frames the world 
premiere of Melinda Maxwell’s Sound Investment 
commission, which uses Thelonious Monk’s Round 
Midnight as its ‘creative lever’.

Created both for the concert hall, and for 
choreographer Mark Baldwin, who staged it as 
a ballet with Rambert Dance Company, Julian 
Anderson’s The Comedy of Change takes inspiration 
from the notions of change in nature. Through  
seven greatly contrasting movements, Anderson’s 
vibrant music continually evolves, with its many 
time cycles, melodies and rhythms mirroring 
nature’s continual march.

Hans Abrahamsen’s music often has a superficially 
‘epic’ expressive quality, while at heart it remains 
enigmatic and elusive. His virtuosic recomposition 
of Nielsen’s Three Piano Pieces Op. 59 for chamber 

The Comedy  
of Change

Across Birmingham City Centre

Friday 25 –  
Sunday 27 September 2015

www.birminghamweekender.com 
#BhamWE

Birmingham’s arts organisations come together 
to stage a free weekend of amazing arts and 
entertainment.

Birmingham Weekender embraces the brilliance 
of local and international artists. From dance 
performances at the top of a city car park to a 
magnificent orchestra of bell ringing and a large-
scale musical picnic, discover wonderful sights, sounds 
and tastes around every corner. 

Birmingham Weekender marks the opening of the 
newly transformed New Street Station and Grand 
Central, and coincides with Style Birmingham Live 
and the Rugby World Cup. Join us as we celebrate 
Birmingham with two days full of music, dance, 
theatre, food, sport and fashion. 
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Audience Exchange – new for 2015/16
Stay on after the concert for an informal 
discussion with fellow audience members, 
facilitated by Dr Jonathan Gross. Buy a drink 
from the bar, or just pull up a chair, and 
exchange ideas on this evening’s programme for 
up to an hour from the end of the performance.

BCMG Oboist, Melinda Maxwell

ensemble offers a double portrait of two remarkable 
Danish composers.

Providing a tumultuous climax, Stravinsky’s 
magnificent one-act chamber opera-ballet Renard, 
sees BCMG joined by four exceptional singers from 
RSVP Voices for a concert performance of this 
farmyard fairy tale with a bloody end.

There will be a free pre-concert talk from 6.30-
7pm with Stephen Newbould and Melinda 
Maxwell. Open to all ticket holders.

‘Julian Anderson’s wondrous  
new score glistens with elliptical 
rhythms and scatters sounds like  
stars in the night sky.’ 
The Times 

Wednesday 28 October 2015
Linked Family Music Maze &  
Zigzag Ensemble workshops
For ages 8 – 11 and 12 – 16 respectively
See page 16 for more information

Book tickets: Box Office: 0121 345 0491 / bcmg.org.uk



A BCMG and Ikon Gallery collaboration for  
the Family Arts Festival and as part of The Big Draw:

Whisper,  
Chatter, Draw
Tuesday 27 October 2015, 1 – 4pm 
Ikon Gallery, Birmingham

Free drop-in creative music and drawing 
workshops for the whole family.

The voice is an extraordinary and versatile musical 
instrument. Not only can it sing in many styles, it 
can whisper, wail, chatter, cackle, gurgle and roar. 
How could you make music from these unique 
sounds? And, how could you communicate the 
sound of the word through the way it is drawn to 
create a musical score? Find out all this and more by 
dropping into Whisper, Chatter, Draw. 

Sunday 1 November 2015, 1pm & 3.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Suitable for children aged 4 + and their families.
Approximately 45 minutes duration with no interval. 

Out of the darkness… light
Out of the silence… sound
From whisper to rustle to racket to din
Join the Hubbub – where magic is found!

Come along on a magical, musical journey as five 
friends follow the trail of the mysterious blue beetle 
in the quest for a lost voice. 

With original live music performed by musicians from 
the celebrated Aurora Orchestra, this enchanting new 
show is sure to captivate children and their adults alike.

Director: Martin Berry 
Creative Producer: Liz Muge 
Composer: Paul Rissmann 
Designer: Hannah Wolfe 
Lighting Designer: Richard Statham

Not only has this year’s Festival been extended, now taking place over 24 days from 9 October –  
1 November 2015, but this year it is also partnered with BBC Arts Get Creative to become the  
Get Creative Family Arts Festival. Hundreds of arts organisations across the country are providing  
even more high quality family arts, including BCMG.
See page 16 for more information on BCMG’s workshops for families and young people.

Get Creative  
Family Arts Festival

8 Ticket prices and booking info: page 20

MishMash Productions in association with 
Nottingham Lakeside Arts, Aurora Orchestra,  
hosted by BCMG, presents:

Hinrichsen Foundation
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Conductor: Dominic Muldowney # 
Baritone: Roderick Williams 
Dominic Muldowney: Six cabaret songs #: 
Adlestrop (Edward Thomas); At Last the Secret is 
Out, Foxtrot, Funeral Blues (WH Auden); Uffington 
( John Betjeman); Underneath the Abject Willow 
(WH Auden) * 
Dominic Muldowney: Two Shakespeare settings #: 
Winter, Fear No More 
Dominic Muldowney: Smooth between sea and land 
(World premiere / BCMG commission) # 
Howard Skempton: The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner (World premiere / Maurice and Sheila 
Millward commission) 
* BCMG Sound Investment commissions 2011
 
BCMG presents works by two outstanding British 
composers, forming another chapter in both artists’ 
long-established relationships with the Group.

The premiere of Howard Skempton’s substantial 
setting of Coleridge’s masterpiece The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner, written for Roderick Williams and 
BCMG, forms the second half of the concert. This is 
the second major commission for Skempton from 

friends and patrons Maurice and Sheila Millward; 
their first, Only the Sound Remains for viola and 
ensemble, was premiered to much acclaim in 
February 2010.

It’s always a delight to revive past BCMG 
commissions and Dominic Muldowney’s 2011 
Sound Investment commission, a series of songs 
setting poetry by Thomas, Auden and Betjeman, is 
one of several works by the former Music Director 
of the National Theatre that form this evening’s first 
half. Complementing these will be three further 
settings – two of Shakespeare, and the world 
premiere of a song setting A E Housman’s Smooth 
between sea and land.

There will be a free pre-concert talk from 7-7.30pm 
with Stephen Newbould, Howard Skempton and 
Roderick Williams. Open to all ticket holders.

Sunday 29 November 2015
Linked Music Maze &  
Zigzag Ensemble workshops
For ages 8 – 11 and 12 – 16 respectively
See page 16 for more information

Baritone Roderick Williams

The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner
Friday 4 December 2015, 8pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Saturday 5 December 2015, 7.30pm
Wigmore Hall, London

 ‘…lovingly played by its first 
creators, the virtuosic Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group.’
The Observer
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Sunday 31 January 2016
Linked Music Maze &  
Zigzag Ensemble workshops
For ages 8 – 11 and 12 – 16 respectively
See page 16 for more information

Saturday 6 February 2016, 7.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Conductor: Richard Baker 
Soprano: Allison Bell * 
Percussion: Julian Warburton ~ 
Clarinet: Timothy Lines #
Claude Vivier: Trois Airs pour un opéra imaginaire *  
Tansy Davies: Dark Ground ~ 
Edmund Finnis: Parallel Colour (World premiere / 
BCMG Sound Investment commission) 
Rozalie Hirs: Platonic ID (UK premiere) 
Jonathan Harvey: Cirrus Light # 
Franco Donatoni: Still *

Parallel 
Colour

Families@4
Saturday 6 February 2016, 4pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham
 
Sunday 1 May 2016, 4pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham
 
BCMG presents two, hour-long, late-afternoon 
concerts for the whole family exploring some of the 
music from our evening performances in a relaxed 
and informal way.

In February, young ears can enjoy the rustling 
waves of Rozalie Hirs’s Platonic ID, imagine cirrus 
clouds slowly changing in the summer sky whilst 
listening to Jonathan Harvey’s Cirrus Light, and 
delight in the virtuosic voice of Donatoni’s Still.

 In May, the Families@4 programme will include 
the spectacular concerto Nodding Trilliums & 
Curved-Lined Angles for four solo percussionists and 
ensemble by composer Benedict Mason. Be amazed 
by the extraordinary range of unusual percussion 
instruments on show!
 
Families are invited to come and take part in pre-
concert activities, starting at 3pm, before both 
performances.

Pre-concert activities
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Framed by striking pieces for singer and ensemble, 
the symmetry of this exciting programme sees the 
Group journey towards premieres by Edmund 
Finnis and Rozalie Hirs, with works for solo 
percussion and solo clarinet either side.

Finnis’ glistening, dancing music has an air of 
quiet mystery, possessing the elusive quality of being 
both familiar and strange at once. His first BCMG 
Sound Investment commission departs from the 
standard ensemble line-up, with pairs of instruments 
providing unusual sound combinations. Like Finnis, 
Hirs writes music of a refreshingly original character. 
She examines and dissects sounds to a microscopic 
degree, creating exceptionally captivating ‘sonic 
spaces’. Her Platonic ID elegantly unfolds in rustling 
waves of rapid notes, halted by moments of calm in 
which short, luminous chorales suddenly shine forth.

The expressive intensity of Claude Vivier’s music, 
together with its compositional skill and innovation, 
make his oeuvre among the most compelling and 

distinctive of the late 20th century. Trois Airs pour 
un opéra imaginaire is his last completed work, and 
one of his best. Premiered just 17 days following his 
violent and untimely end in Paris in March 1983, the 
music inhabits a twilight realm between reality and 
the imagination, hinting at future directions in which 
his music might have travelled.

There will be a free pre-concert talk from 6.30-
7pm with Stephen Newbould and Edmund 
Finnis. Open to all ticket holders.

 ‘BCMG’s Sound Investment 
scheme has been consistently 

responsible for some of the best 
medium-sized commissions in 

this country in recent years.’
The Times

Audience Exchange – new for 2015/16
Stay on after the concert for an informal 
discussion with fellow audience members, 
facilitated by Dr Jonathan Gross. Buy a drink 
from the bar, or just pull up a chair, and 
exchange ideas on this evening’s programme for 
up to an hour from the end of the performance.

Composer Edmund Finnis
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Birmingham Contemporary Music Group runs an 
extensive and exciting programme of workshops, 
performances and events to engage people of all 
ages and levels of experience. Projects take place in 
schools, higher education institutes, community 
venues and in our home the CBSO Centre. 

Participants come from the wider Midlands 
area, speak over 50 different languages and many are 
from disadvantaged backgrounds.

The wide-ranging programme invites young 
people to compose, listen to, perform and respond 
to contemporary music. As well as achieving 
musical aims, projects offer young people invaluable 
opportunities for teamwork, confidence building 
and empowerment. 

All of our activities are free to participants. 

We are a charity and we rely on independent 
support from charitable trusts and individuals for 
90% of our work with young people. 

Your support can start from a one-off gift of £5.

Support creative opportunities  
for young people and their  
families to engage with BCMG

Ticket prices and booking info: page 20

‘When my son joined a workshop for the first time,  
he just loved it. He’s become more interested in music  

and musical instruments. He loves trying out different 
instruments and music notes ... It’s inspiring for his  

imagination and creativity.’
Parent of Music Maze participant

£5  Buys one ticket for a young person 
to attend a BCMG concert for free 

£10   Enables a young person to attend  
a Music Maze workshop 

£25   Buys new musical instruments 
and maintains our existing tuned 
and untuned percussion (used by 
participants in workshops)

£50   Enables a shadow composer to 
take part in a workshop

£100   Pays for a musician to be involved 
in a half-day workshop at a school 

£250   Enables a composer to visit a class 
for a day’s work

£500   Supports a school to take part in  
an extended composition project

For more information  
please contact Carla Priddon:  
carla@bcmg.org.uk  
0121 616 2621
bcmg.org.uk/supportlearning
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Big Ears in-school workshop

Imagination, Creativity and Curiosity:  
We stimulate young people’s imagination and 
creativity through adventurous new music 
performances and inspiring workshops. 

Professional Development: We run ground-breaking 
programmes for teachers and composers at all stages 
of their careers and work with researchers to keep in 
touch with the latest thinking in music education. 

Sustainability: We work with schools and teachers 
to embed new practice, influence the teaching and 
learning of composition through the dissemination 
of project research to the national and international 
music education community, and publish free to 
access online resources.

You can find out more about our Programme
at bcmg.org.uk/learning or by contacting
Naomi Wellings, BCMG Learning
Co-ordinator at naomi@bcmg.org.uk.

Our Learning and Participation  
Programme

BCMG Family Friendly
BCMG is signed up and adheres to 
the national Family Arts Standards. 

Arts Awards
Coming to BCMG events can 
count towards your Arts Award.

At BCMG we believe young people are curious 
listeners, experimental performers and creative 
musical adventurers. We are passionate about 
creating the very best learning opportunities which 
allow young people to flourish, to feel part of a 
bigger musical community and open their ears to 
new sound worlds. We create musical pathways that 
signpost young people from school projects to out-
of-school projects and from workshops to concerts. 

Authenticity and Passion: We have a passion  
for sharing new music with a new generation.  
Our programme is built from the resources 
and strengths of the organisation. We provide 
opportunities for young people to compose for and 
play alongside superb BCMG musicians and deliver 
innovative projects that link to the extraordinary 
music we perform.
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Friday 12, 1.10pm
Barber Institute
Hermes Ensemble
Clarinet, flute and piano recital from new Belgian 
contemporary group, Hermes Ensemble.

Friday 12, 7.30pm
Bramall Music Building
University New Music Ensemble
Director: Daniele Rosina
Luciano Berio: Folksongs
Daria Kwiatkowska: trickling water, gentle bells
Gil Evans/Miles Davies: Sketches of Spain

Saturday 13 & Sunday 14
Bramall Music Building
BEAST@CrossCurrents
Special guest David Ogborn (Canada)

Tuesday 16, 1.10pm 
Barber Institute
Piano: Joseph Houston / Aisha Orazbayeva
Morton Feldman: For John Cage

Tuesday 16, 5pm
Bramall Music Building
Piano: Joel Sachs ( Julliard Professor and concert 
pianist)
John Cage: Sonatas and Interludes

Wednesday 17, 7.30pm 
Barber Institute
Fidelio Piano Trio
Alasdair Nicolson: Half Told Tales
Judith Weir: Piano Trio Two
Luke Bedford: Chiaroscuro 
Scott Wilson: new work (World premiere) 
Michael Zev Gordon: In the Middle of Things

Friday 19, 1.10pm
Barber Institute
Inside-out piano: Sarah Nicolls
Composer and pianist Sarah Nicolls presents works 
on her innovative ‘inside-out piano’. 

CrossCurrents
Friday 12 – Saturday 20 February 2016
University of Birmingham

CrossCurrents is a new nine-day University 
of Birmingham festival that brings together 
internationally acclaimed professional performers 
and student musicians, as well as some of the UK’s 
most respected composers. CrossCurrents presents 
concerts interspersed with workshops, talks, foyer 
performances and exhibitions. For full concert and 
events listings, including ticket prices, please go to: 
birmingham.ac.uk/events

In addition to BCMG’s concert, which closes the 
festival, highlights include:
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EX CATHEDRA
Vocal excellence, made in Birmingham

Shakespeare
Odes

Ex Cathedra & Academy of Vocal Music
The City Musick

Jeffrey Skidmore conductor

To mark Shakespeare’s 400th anniversary, Ex Cathedra 
– in partnership with the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, 
the Shakespeare Institute, and in association with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company – has commissioned a 
new Shakespeare Ode from the Poet Laureate,  
Carol Ann Duffy, and composer Sally Beamish. 

There will be performances in Shakespeare’s 
church in Stratford-upon-Avon (22 Apr),  
in Birmingham (24 Apr), Hereford  
(6 May), Wolverhampton (7 May),  
London (12 May) and  
Southwell (28 May).

www.excathedra.co.uk

Ex Cathedra would like to gratefully acknowledge the support of

Arne The Garrick Ode (reconstruction)
Beamish A New Ode by Carol Ann Duffy 
 (world première)

BCMG in concert

BCMG at 
CrossCurrents
Saturday 20 February 2016, 7.30pm
Bramall Music Building,  
University of Birmingham 

Conductor: Richard Baker 
Mezzo-soprano: Lucy Schaufer * 
Viola: Christopher Yates ~
Tansy Davies: grind show (BCMG Integra 
commission)
Tansy Davies: loure
Judith Weir: Distance and Enchantment
Judith Weir: On Buying a Horse *
Judith Weir: Blackbirds and Thrushes *
Michael Zev Gordon: Seize The Day (World 
premiere/ BCMG Sound Investment commission)
Morton Feldman: The Viola in My Life II ~
Various composers: CrossCurrents *  
(Song cycle world premiere)– Judith Weir,  
Tansy Davies, Charlotte Bray, Joe Cutler, Howard 
Skempton, Ed Bennett, Michael Zev Gordon,  
Scott Wilson, Daria Kwiatkowska, Federico Favali
 
The festival opens with the University New Music
Ensemble’s performance of Berio’s iconic Folksongs
and culminates with BCMG’s performance of a new
set of specially commissioned songs in which no less
than 11 composers have been invited to write their
own ‘folksongs’ inspired by Berio’s.
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Music Maze
for 8 – 11 year olds
Music Maze is a series of fun, creative, participatory 
workshops for children aged 8 – 11. There will be 
eight workshops from September 2015 to June 
2016 led by BCMG Director of Learning Nancy 
Evans and composer Liz Johnson alongside 
BCMG musicians. Most workshops are linked to 
performances by BCMG. Children do not need to 
play a musical instrument to take part.

Zigzag Ensemble
for 12 – 16 year olds
Zigzag Ensemble is an exciting creative ensemble for 
12 – 16 year olds who play a musical instrument and 
read a little bit of music notation. The workshops 
take place at the same time as Music Maze and are 
led by composer Ben Markland alongside BCMG 
musicians. In the workshops participants create 
pieces from scratch inspired by music featured in 
upcoming BCMG concerts.

Free music workshops!
for 8 – 16 year olds

Young people taking part in Music Maze workshop

These workshops will run 10am – 2.30pm  
on the following dates:

Sunday 20 September 2015, CBSO Centre
Wednesday 28 October 2015, mac Birmingham
Sunday 29 November 2015, CBSO Centre
Sunday 31 January 2016, CBSO Centre
Sunday 6 March 2016, CBSO Centre
Sunday 3 April 2016, CBSO Centre
Sunday 8 May 2016, CBSO Centre
Sunday 5 June 2016, CBSO Centre 

Places for these workshops are free but limited 
and must be booked in advance either through 
the BCMG website or by calling 0121 616 6519.
Booking opens three weeks before each workshop.

Each workshop culminates in a performance  
for parents and family. Children who attend  
receive a free ticket and a concessionary  
one for a parent/guardian to come to  
the linked BCMG concert. For more  
information visit bcmg.org.uk/learning
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Sunday 1 May 2016, 7.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Conductor: Ilan Volkov
Benedict Mason: Nodding Trilliums & Curve-Lined 
Angles (BCMG commission 1990)
Charles Ives: Piano Trio
Benedict Mason: new work (World premiere / 
BCMG Sound Investment commission)
 
In 1990 BCMG premiered the exotically-named 
and exotic-sounding Nodding Trilliums and 
Curve-Lined Angles by Benedict Mason – a joyous, 
extravagant quadruple percussion concerto. In 2006 
we gave performances of Mason’s ! with conductor 
Franck Ollu, another virtuosic roller-coaster that 
had our musicians playing all manner of unusual 
instruments alongside their own. Like Nodding 
Trilliums, the title of which refers to the flora and 
fauna of Western Massachusetts, Ives’ Piano Trio 
shares a ‘New England’ connection. Included at 
Mason’s suggestion, the Trio – one of Ives’ greatest 
works – is a reflection on the composer’s time at  
Yale University.

The late great Hungarian György Ligeti had the 
highest regard for Benedict Mason’s exciting, thought-
provoking and colourful music and their work shares 
something of the same aesthetic. The premiere of 
Mason’s Meld by the chamber choir Chantage and 
Aurora Orchestra, proved to be one of the absolute 
highlights of  the 2014 BBC Proms – with ripples of 
pizzicato orbiting the hall like musical Mexican waves, 
cellos populating the grand tier boxes, and fierce 
clusters from the organ cutting through.

We cannot predict what Benedict Mason’s new 
work for BCMG will be, which is the best possible 
endorsement we could give it!

There will be a free pre-concert talk from  
6.30-7pm with Stephen Newbould and  
Benedict Mason. Open to all ticket holders.

Sunday 3 April 2016
Linked Music Maze &  
Zigzag Ensemble workshops
For ages 8 – 11 and 12 – 16 respectively
See page 16 for more information

Benedict Mason 
Portrait

Composer Benedict Mason

‘When it comes to the music 
of Benedict Mason, it is best to 

expect the unexpected.’
The Telegraph
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for young composers aged 14 – 18

Sunday 8 November 2015,
Sunday 10 April 2016,
Sunday 3 July 2016,
10am – 6pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

This year we have revamped our Feel the Buzz 
workshops so that there are three separate 
workshops throughout the season. These 
workshops are specially designed to allow young 
people the opportunity to compose music with 
and for professional musicians, guided by the 
expert knowledge of our composer/workshop 
leaders. Participants will spend the day learning 
techniques, gaining ideas, and trying new things 
out, culminating in a short performance and 
recording of music written during the day.

The workshops are a great opportunity for 
budding composers to interact with both professional 
musicians and other like-minded young people.

Places for these workshops are free, will be 
allocated on a first-come-first-served basis, and 
must be booked in advance. Recruitment will be 
taking place nationwide and we are looking for 
young people with a strong interest in composing.

Book your place on one, two or all three 
workshops at bcmg.org.uk or by calling  
0121 616 6519. 

Sunday 12 June 2016, 7.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

BCMG chamber players
Judith Weir: Blue-Green Hill
Luke Bedford: new work (World premiere /  
BCMG Sound Investment commission)
Richard Baker: new work (World premiere / 
BCMG Sound Investment commission)
Zoë Martlew: new work (World premiere / BCMG 
Sound Investment commission)
Howard Skempton: Field Notes (BCMG, 
Craftspace and Arts Alive co-commission 2014)
John Woolrich: new work (World premiere / 
BCMG Sound Investment commission)

BCMG has increasingly explored the contemporary 
chamber repertoire in recent seasons, and we extend 
that journey with no less than four new works from 
composers with strong BCMG connections. It 
was our Artist-in-Association John Woolrich who 
originally encouraged BCMG to commission smaller-
scale pieces, and as a composer of such deft chamber 
works as In the Mirrors of Asleep, which we have 
performed many times, asking John to write one of 
these was an obvious choice (BCMG’s, not his!).

Remembering 
the Future
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Zoë Martlew is primarily known as a performer, 
playing cello with BCMG on a number of occasions. 
She is also a talented emerging composer, and this 
seems the ideal time for her first BCMG commission.  
Luke Bedford returned to the UK last year from a 
period in Berlin – an experience that has influenced 
his music in subtly interesting ways. Richard Baker’s 
output includes a string of miniature works, finely 
crafted and always a delight for the ear. His new 
commission will be a more extended chamber piece 
featuring oboist Melinda Maxwell.  

Completing the programme are Weir’s Blue-Green 
Hill, an elaboration of a folk-inspired miniature first 
written for BCMG’s tour of India in 2002, and a revival 
of Skempton’s Field Notes, a hit of our 2014/15 season.

There will be a free pre-concert talk from 6.30-
7pm with Stephen Newbould, Richard Baker, 
Zoë Martlew, Luke Bedford and John Woolrich. 
Open to all ticket holders.

Sunday 8 May 2016
Linked Music Maze &  
Zigzag Ensemble workshops
For ages 8 – 11 and 12 – 16 respectively
See page 16 for more information

We are delighted to be able to premiere four 
Sound Investment commissions in this 
evening’s programme – the most premieres in a 
single concert since the launch of the scheme! 

Sound Investment involves our audiences 
in the heart of our work, allowing you to engage 
closely with the creation of new pieces throughout 
the commissioning process. 

To become a Sound Investor and share 
in the thrill of commissioning new 
music, please visit our website or 
contact Alex Wright: 
alex@bcmg.org.uk / 0121 616 6523

Sound Investment  
Share in music’s future

bcmg.org.uk/soundinvestment

BCMG in concert
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Birmingham concerts
Tickets for all BCMG evening concerts at CBSO 
Centre, Birmingham on 15 November, 4 December, 
6 February, 1 May and 12 June are priced as follows:

£15 full price
£12 concession
£5 students
£1 under 16s
plus transaction fee*

All tickets for Hubbub – A Musical Adventure 
and both Families@4 concerts are priced at:
£5 plus transaction fee*
No charge for children under 3 years of age. 
Buy three tickets and the fourth family member gets 
in for free!

A free concert programme is included in the ticket 
price for every BCMG concert at CBSO Centre.

Tickets can be booked in advance via:
The Town Hall and Symphony Hall Box Office, 
Broad Street, Birmingham, B1 2EA

On the door tickets can be purchased at CBSO 
Centre on concert nights subject to availability. All 
seating is unreserved unless otherwise stated.

Concession tickets are available to over 65s, 
passport to leisure holders, wheelchair users and 
disabled patrons, and recipients of the following 
benefits: Income Support, Pensions Tax Credit and 
Disability Tax Credit. Disabled patrons can bring 
one companion to BCMG concerts free of charge.

Box Office:  
0121 345 0491 
Online: bcmg.org.uk

Booking tickets
CrossCurrents concert
Tickets: £14 full price / £10 concessions  
/ £5 students / £1 under 16s

Advance tickets are available via the  
University online shop: shop.bham.ac.uk 
Or reservations can be made by 
emailing: musicboxoffice@contacts.bham.ac.uk

On the door tickets can be purchased at Bramall 
Music Building on the concert night subject to 
availability. Cash only. All seating is unreserved.

Birmingham Workshops
Places for BCMG’s Music Maze, Zigzag Ensemble 
and Feel the Buzz workshops are free but limited 
and must be booked in advance either through the 
BCMG website or by calling 0121 616 6519. Booking 
for Music Maze and Zigzag Ensemble opens three 
weeks before each workshop. Booking for all Feel 
the Buzz workshops will open on 1 August 2015.

Wigmore Hall concert
Tickets: £30 / £25 / £20 / £15 / £10 plus 
transaction fee#

Tickets can be booked in advance via:
The Box Office, Wigmore Hall Box Office, 36
Wigmore Street, London W1U 2BP
Box Office: 020 7935 2141
Online: wigmore-hall.org.uk

If you book online less than 5 days before an event, 
or are booking from a non-UK address, your tickets 
will be held at the Box Office for collection up to an 
hour before the event.

 #Wigmore Hall ticket bookings are subject 
to a £1 booking fee. This fee covers the whole 
booking and is not per-ticket

*£3 transaction fee, plus £1 (optional) postage, 
will be charged on all bookings except purchases 
made in person at the Town Hall or Symphony 
Hall Box Office
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If you haven’t already, sign up to Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group’s New Music Loyalty 
Card at your next BCMG concert. 

Bring this with you to future BCMG 
performances at CBSO Centre, we’ll stamp it 
each time you attend, and allow us to reward your 
attendance at BCMG concerts beyond the music.

Collect four stamps and you’ll receive a  
free drinks voucher to exchange at the CBSO 
Centre bar before the concert or during the interval.

Collect eight stamps and exchange your Loyalty 
Card for a free ticket to your next BCMG concert 
at CBSO Centre.

Thank you for loving new music  
as much as we do!

New Music 
Loyalty Card

‘…a joyous occasion, with  
a wonderful mix of generations 

in the enthusiastic audience.’
The Birmingham Post
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CBSO Centre is situated at the heart of 
Birmingham’s cultural quarter, close to 
Symphony Hall, Brindleyplace and Centenary 
Square.

Parking
There is metered parking on all streets around 
CBSO Centre. There are also car parks at 
Brindleyplace and Mailbox, both within a  
5-minute walk of the Centre.
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How to find us

CBSO Centre is equipped with adapted toilet 
facilities, key signposting in Braille and the hall 
is fitted with an infra-red amplification system 
(receivers are available on request). Limited free 
parking can be arranged on request.

Access to CBSO Centre’s concert hall, bar 
and toilets is all flat, with no steps or ramps. The 
hall configuration is flexible, meaning we can 
accommodate specific seating requests.

Guide dogs are very welcome at BCMG 
concerts. You can either keep them with you in the 
auditorium during the concert or event, or we will 
be happy to look after your dog for you in the foyer 
while you enjoy the performance.

For more information contact 
Tim Rushby, Marketing Manager:
0121 616 2619 / tim@bcmg.org.uk

Accessibility

BCMG, CBSO Centre, Berkley Street, Birmingham, B1 2LF
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Our work would not be possible without the generous support of individual donors, 
charitable trusts and foundations, partner organisations and statutory funders.  
We are particularly grateful to the following for supporting BCMG in 2015/16:

BCMG Sound Investors
BCMG Foundation members

City of Birmingham Orchestral Endowment Fund, The Barber Trust, The Hinrichsen Foundation,  
S &D Lloyd Charity, The Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation, The Lillie C. Johnson Charitable Trust,  
The Oakley Charitable Trust.

Photographs: Metod Blejec, Kate Green, Clive Barda, Benjamin Ealovega,  
Briony Campbell (brionycampbell.com), Benjamin Chelly
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Stay in touch with BCMG

Join our email and post mailing lists to  
receive regular updates from BCMG:
bcmg.org.uk/jointhemailinglist

 facebook.com/bcmgfans
 twitter.com/bcmg @bcmg
 vimeo.com/bcmg
 youtube.com/bcmgtv

bcmg.org.uk

BCMG, CBSO Centre, Berkley Street, 
Birmingham B1 2LF
Tel: +44 (0)121 616 2616  
Fax: +44 (0)121 616 2622
Email: info@bcmg.org.uk  
Web: www.bcmg.org.uk
Registered in England no. 2446126
Registered charity no. 1001474

 ‘BCMG did a magnificent 
job. The overworked ears 
of their founding patron – 
Simon Rattle – should  
have been tingling’
The Observer


