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‘I don’t think there’s another British 
new music group who generate 
such passion and excitement.’
The Times

New Music for New Ears
    And New Ears for  
New Music
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Emerging from within the City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra in 1987, Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group quickly established 
a reputation for exciting performances, 
innovative audience-building and learning 
initiatives, and a central commitment to 
composers and the presentation of new work. 
The Group thrives on innovation and invention 
and is critically acclaimed for championing 
the most forward-looking music regionally, 
nationally and internationally.

As a world-leading contemporary ensemble, 
BCMG has premiered over 160 works, most 

commissioned through its pioneering Sound 
Investment scheme, with a family of Investors 
supporting each new piece. In addition, BCMG’s 
extensive Learning and Participation Programme 
supports young people as composers, performers 
and listeners of new music through an exciting 
range of projects in- and out-of-school.

BCMG features on numerous CDs, including 
an ongoing series of NMC discs devoted to 
British composers, with recent recordings of 
music by Charlotte Bray, Oliver Knussen, Tansy 
Davies, Alexander Goehr and Richard Causton. 
The Group has two Artists-in-Association, 
Oliver Knussen and John Woolrich, and Sir 
Simon Rattle is the Group’s Founding Patron. 

Each year we need to raise more than 50%  
of our income from independent, dedicated  
and passionate new music devotees. 

Become a donor this season  
and share in music’s future!
bcmg.org.uk/supportus

‘The musicians’ performances 
were outstanding … and each 
piece was valuable. Together 
they made a marvelous and 
unusual debate.’
The Washington Post 

Discover 
Birmingham 
Contemporary 
Music Group

This brochure is available free of charge in large-print, Braille, 
on CD or by email. Please contact Tim Rushby, Marketing 
Manager: tim@bcmg.org.uk / 0121 616 2619 / BCMG, CBSO 
Centre, Berkley Street, Birmingham, B1 2LF

Great art requires  
investment 

Ticket prices and booking info: page 22

Help us commission new music
We are currently funding 10 exciting new 
commissions. Support a commission to be 
involved in the music at the earliest possible 
stage. Through Sound Investment, from £15 a 
month, you can fully engage with the creative 
process of the music while enabling new pieces 
to be produced and performed. See pages 5 and 
21 for further details.

Support our learning programme
We reach over 1,000 young people annually 
with our programme of 14 integrated and 
strategic learning projects. There is no cost for 
young people attending workshops but they are 
not free to run. Help us to ensure young people 
in the city will continue to benefit from free 
high-quality musical workshops with BCMG for 
years to come. 

 

Enable performances
We have 23 productions in our current 
programme across 17 venues. We work with 
world-class artistic professionals to enable the 
highest quality performances. Every musician, 
composer and conductor comes at a cost. To 
ensure access for all, ticket prices are kept 
low but income from these sales represents a 
mere fraction of the overall production costs. A 
donation of any size would help bridge this gap.

BCMG has reached over a staggering 10 
million people to date. Share in music’s 
future and help us to reach millions more.

Contact Carla Priddon,  
Director of Development, on: 
0121 616 2621 or carla@bcmg.org.uk  
to discuss how you can support our work
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I’m particularly thrilled when composers 
working with BCMG really push and develop 
their practice, as the American David Lang 
did with his 1,000 voice extravaganza Crowd 
Out back in June. On a totally different scale, 
Howard Skempton’s Field Notes for four players, 
devised in a wonderfully fruitful partnership 
with visual artist Matthew Harris, sees both 
composer and artist relishing new territory, in a 
programme featuring a gem by the new Master 
of the Queen’s Music Judith Weir.

Param Vir, too, explores new ground in his 
sarod concerto for the young virtuoso Soumik 
Datta, promising something of exceptional 
interest and integrity. BCMG’s international 
outlook is underlined when conductor Franck 
Ollu brings a host of works new to the UK from 
French and Swedish composers, including two 
premieres, and Oliver Knussen features German 
and American pieces including a new work 
from exciting youngster Arne Gieshoff, working 
with us across the year.

Elsewhere, we celebrate contemporary 
song in a fabulous collection commissioned 
and programmed by John Woolrich; mount 
our latest Family & Schools’ Concerts with 
Stan’s Cafe (all welcome!) and, returning to my 
opening theme, tour the first double-bill staging 
of David Sawer’s mad boy clever girl, uniting 
two landmark BCMG commissions from this 
brilliant composer of the theatre.

Hidden 
Variables
Saturday 4 October 2014, 7.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Conductor: Nicholas Collon 
Sarod: Soumik Datta * 
Piano: Tom Poster ~
Colin Matthews: Hidden Variables (BCMG 
commission 1989) 
Anton Webern: Concerto Op. 24 
Param Vir: Raga Fields * (world premiere / 
BCMG Sound Investment, Fulcrum Point New 
Music Project, Chicago and Klangforum Wien 
co-commission) 
Edmund Finnis: In Situ (UK professional 
premiere) 
György Ligeti: Piano Concerto ~

The first concert of BCMG’s 2014/15 season 
sees the Group joined by three exceptionally 
talented, internationally recognised and UK-
based young artists. Together they perform an 
exciting programme featuring one of the late-
20th century’s most iconic pieces and the world 
premiere of a ground-breaking new concerto for 
sarod and ensemble.

Soumik Datta is one of the most acclaimed 
sarod players of his generation – gifted with a rare 
modern touch. Param Vir and Datta have worked 
closely in developing tonight’s world premiere 
Raga Fields, which is the result of Vir’s long-held 
ambition to create something new from his dual 
heritage of western and Indian classical music.

Written in the late 1980s, György Ligeti’s ear-
opening, five-movement Piano Concerto was 
one of the most innovative pieces of its time. 
Inspired by contemporary ideas of structure, 
pattern and rhythm, the Concerto is performed 
here by rising star Tom Poster, a pianist of 
outstanding artistry and versatility.

There will be a free pre-concert talk from 
6.30-7pm with Stephen Newbould and 
Param Vir. Open to all ticket holders.

Promoted in association with Darbar Festival 
and Sampad.

‘One of the biggest new 
music talents in Britain’ 
Vogue Magazine on  
Soumik Datta
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Sunday 28 September 2014
Linked Music Maze & Zigzag 
Ensemble workshops
For ages 8-11 and 12-16 respectively
See page 12 for more information

Stephen Newbould
BCMG Artistic Director

Introducing BCMG’s 2014/15 season

Param Vir’s sarod concerto was made 
possible with the financial assistance 
of 40 individuals through Sound 
Investment, BCMG’s pioneering 
commissioning scheme. 

Since its launch in 1992, Sound Investment 
has enabled more than 300 people to get 

involved in commissioning over 80 new pieces 
of music from some of the most inspiring and 
exciting living composers. 

Join Sound Investment today and share 
in the excitement of bringing new music to 
life. Your involvement as a Sound Investor can 
start from £15 a month. 

Sound Investment Share in music’s future

For more information please visit the website or contact Alex Wright:  
alex@bcmg.org.uk / 0121 616 6523

bcmg.org.uk/soundinvestment
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Booking tickets
Tickets for all Field Notes performances 
outside of Birmingham must be booked 
using the Box Office details below:

Folly Arts Theatre, Hereford tickets: 
£10 adult / £5 child plus booking fee*
Box Office: 01432 273379 /  
artsalive.co.uk

Pailton Village Hall, Warwickshire 
tickets: £9.50 full price / £8.50 over 60s / 
£6.50 under 16s  
Box Office: 01788 832959

Corsham Festival, Wiltshire tickets:
£10 full price / £9 concession
Box Office: 01249 701628 /  
poundarts.org.uk

Shrewsbury Museum tickets:  
£10 adult / £5 child plus booking fee*
Box Office: 01743 258885 /  
artsalive.co.uk

The Market Theatre, Ledbury tickets: 
£12 adult / £6 child
Box Office: 01432 383663 / 
themarkettheatre.com

The Sidney Nolan Trust, The Rodd, 
Presteigne tickets:  
£10 adult / £5 child plus booking fee*
Box Office: 01544 260149 /  
artsalive.co.uk

*A £1 per ticket fee, up to a maximum of £5, 
will be charged on all bookings made online 
via artsalive.co.uk

Oliver Knussen: Cantata 
Melinda Maxwell/Howard Skempton: 
Improvisation 
Betsy Jolas: Music to Go 
Judith Weir: The Bagpiper’s String Trio 
Cornelius Cardew: Treatise (excerpts 
realised by Howard Skempton) 
Howard Skempton: Field Notes
Matthew Harris:  
Works on cloth and paper: Pittcroft Whip 
Ha; The New Peeces

Textile Art and New Music

A BCMG, Craftspace and Arts Alive collaboration: An evening of creative magic with internationally 
renowned artists, Field Notes is a unique 
collaboration that proves it’s the unfamiliar creative 
experiences which are often the most memorable.

Using old county maps and graphic scores 
as common starting points, composer Howard 
Skempton and artist Matthew Harris have each 
created a brand new work for these performances. 
Harris’ intricately layered artworks will be on view 
and available to enjoy up close as four of BCMG’s 
world-class musicians perform Skempton’s new 
piece, Field Notes, and short pieces by other 
leading composers.

In addition, this captivating evening will 
feature a commissioned ‘behind-the-scenes’ 
film of the collaboration by filmmaker Chris 
Smart, and introductions from the artists – all in 
an informal and relaxed atmosphere.

At CBSO Centre on Sunday 19 October 
– there will be a free pre-concert talk 
from 6.30-7pm with Stephen Newbould, 
Howard Skempton and Matthew Harris. 
Open to all ticket holders.

Sunday 19 October 2014, 7.30pm 
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Wednesday 8 October 2014, 7.30pm 
Folly Arts Theatre, Hereford 

Thursday 9 October 2014, 7.30pm 
Pailton Village Hall, Warwickshire

Saturday 18 October 2014, 2.30pm 
Corsham Festival, Wiltshire

Friday 24 October 2014, 7.30pm 
Shrewsbury Museum

Saturday 25 October 2014, 8pm 
The Market Theatre, Ledbury 

Sunday 26 October 2014, 3pm 
The Sidney Nolan Trust, The Rodd, 
Presteigne

‘A lovely evening. Informal 
and comfortable, friendly 
atmosphere. The music was 
beautiful and the artwork 
superb.’ 
Field Notes audience member,  
Wem Town Hall, March 2014

Field Notes

These events are part of a 12-date tour to venues in Shropshire, 
Herefordshire and neighbouring counties produced by Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group, Craftspace and Arts Alive. The first-leg 
of this tour took place in March 2014.

Howard Skempton’s realisation of Treatise is supported through 
Sound Investment by Anne Fletcher and Michael & Sandra Squires.
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Family Music Maze
Tuesday 28 October 2014, 10am – 2.30pm
Trefoil House, Birmingham

For ages 8 – 11 and an accompanying 
adult family member or carer.
Part of our regular Music Maze series of 
workshops, this free Family Music Maze enables 
8-11 year olds to bring an older family member 
along to participate and create music together. 

Participants will create music based around 
the music of BCMG’s Field Notes concert, 
drawing their own graphic scores for themselves, 
their families and BCMG musicians to perform.
Workshop places are free but must be 
booked in advance through the BCMG 
website or by calling 0121 616 6519. Booking 
opens three weeks before the workshop.

Musicadoodle-do
Wednesday 29 October, 1 – 4pm 
Library of Birmingham 
Thursday 30 October 2014, 1 – 4pm 
Ikon Gallery, Birmingham

Free drop-in creative music and drawing 
workshops for the whole family.
Have you ever thought how you might draw the 
sound of a grand cello melody, what the dark 
honk of a saxophone might look like or how to 
communicate visually the sweet trill of a flute? 

Designed for the whole family, Musicadoodle-
do was a hugely popular addition to last year’s 
Family Arts Festival. Spend the afternoon 
drawing the sounds of BCMG musicians and 
create visual scores for them to perform.

This is a unique collaboration between BCMG, 
IKON Gallery and The Library of Birmingham.
Musicadoodle-do workshops are free,  
with no booking necessary.

Family Arts Festival
The Family Arts Festival is a nationwide festival taking place from 17 October –  
2 November 2014. Hundreds of arts organisations across the country, including 
BCMG, are providing a huge range of events.

Family Music Maze
Saturday 18 October 2014, 11am – 3pm
The Sidney Nolan Trust, The Rodd, 
Presteigne 

For ages 8 – 11 and an accompanying 
adult family member or carer.
Using participants’ own instruments and BCMG’s 
fantastic percussion collection, participants 
will compose musical lines, layers and contours 
inspired by Skempton’s Field Notes and Cornelius 
Cardew’s amazing graphic score Treatise. 

This free workshop is linked to the Field 
Notes performance on Sunday 26 October at The 
Rodd. Participants do not need to play a musical 
instrument to take part. 
Places are free but pre-booking is essential 
via The Sidney Nolan Trust using the 
details on page 7.

Families@4: Field Notes
Sunday 19 October 2014, 4pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

For ages 7+
BCMG presents an hour-long, late-afternoon 
concert for the whole family exploring some 
of the music from the evening Field Notes 
programme in a relaxed and informal way.

Before creating his new piece Field Notes, 
composer Howard Skempton looked at old maps 
and graphic scores (music that guides musicians 
using shapes and lines rather than musical notes) 
for inspiration. One of the most famous graphic 
scores is Cornelius Cardew’s Treatise from the 
1960s, a thick book full of beautiful black lines, 
circles and other shapes. See Cardew’s score and 
hear how the music sounds!
Come early to take part in our fun activity 
café from an hour before the concert!

See page 22 for ticket price and booking 
information.

See page 12 for more information on BCMG’s workshops for families  
and young people.
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Exciting composing and improvising 
projects for 14 –18 year olds.

Sunday 9 November, 10am – 4pm
mac Birmingham, and
Sunday 16 November, 10am – 6pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham
 
Sunday 15 March, 10am – 4pm
mac Birmingham, and
Sunday 22 March, 10am – 6pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Feel the Buzz is a two-day composing project 
for 14-18 year olds that takes place twice yearly 
in the autumn and spring. Under the guidance 
of professional composers, young people create 
music for BCMG musicians to perform, drawing 
on their expertise to write for their instruments.

Feel the Buzz gives participants:
•  a fun and supportive environment to make music
•  new ways to get started composing 
•  new ways to develop your musical ideas
•  amazing professional musicians to create 

music with and for
•  ideas for GCSE/A level composing

This autumn, Feel the Buzz will be linked to 
BCMG’s Field Notes tour, with composer 
Duncan Chapman leading workshops where the 
young people create graphic scores inspired by 
the work of Howard Skempton and Cornelius 
Cardew, and the visual art of Matthew Harris.

In the spring, Feel the Buzz links to BCMG’s 
April concert featuring Hans Werner Henze’s Le 
Miracle de la Rose. Led by composer Fraser Trainer, 
participants will explore concepts and techniques 
used in Henze’s work to inspire their own pieces.

These are free events, however places must 
be booked in advance through the BCMG 
website or by calling 0121 616 6519. Booking 
opens 4 weeks before each project.

Monday 10 November 2014, 7.30pm
Birmingham Repertory Theatre

A new opera by Philip Glass  
Adaptation by Christopher Hampton  
Based on the novel by Franz Kafka 
Director: Michael McCarthy  
Conductor: Michael Rafferty 

The meeting of two extraordinary minds –  
Philip Glass and Franz Kafka. 

 Kafka’s nightmarish tale of a man arrested 
and prosecuted for an unknown crime by a 
relentless and inaccessible authority has lost 
none of its chilling potency down the years. 
Now, Philip Glass brings his signature music 
and dramatic force to this literary classic. 
Working with Christopher Hampton as librettist, 
this new opera, sung in English, faithfully 
follows Kafka’s original story, relishing the 

Music Theatre Wales presents: 

The Trial
author’s notorious paranoia and bizarre sense 
of humour. 

Philip Glass and Music Theatre Wales have 
developed a striking creative relationship over 
the years, and Glass has long cherished the idea 
of turning The Trial into an opera. Join them in 
experiencing this creative partnership’s unique 
reimagining of Kafka’s prophetic tale.

Tickets: £22.50 – £35 plus transaction fees *

Tickets can be booked via:
The REP Box Office, Centenary Square, Broad 
Street, Birmingham B1 2EP. Open Monday to 
Saturday, 10am – 8pm (5.30pm when there is no 
evening performance).

Box Office: 0121 236 4455
Online: birmingham-rep.co.uk/event/
the-trial

*Online bookings are exempt from The REP’s 
transaction fees (3% credit cards, 50p debit cards). 
When purchasing tickets to be delivered to you, a 
£1 postage charge will be added to your order.

Feel the Buzz
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Music Maze  
for 8 – 11 year olds
Music Maze is a series of fun, creative, 
participatory workshops for children aged 8 – 11. 
There will be eight workshops from September 
2014 to June 2015 led by composer Liz Johnson 
and the BCMG Learning Team alongside BCMG 
musicians. Most workshops are linked to 
performances by BCMG. Children do not need to 
play a musical instrument to take part.

Zigzag Ensemble  
for 12 – 16 year olds
Zigzag Ensemble is an exciting creative 
ensemble for 12 – 16 year olds who play a 
musical instrument and read a little bit of music 
notation. The workshops take place at the same 
time as Music Maze and are led by composer 
Ben Markland alongside BCMG musicians. In 
the workshops participants create pieces from 
scratch inspired by music featured in upcoming 
BCMG concerts.

These workshops will run 10am – 2.30pm  
on the following dates:

Sunday 28 September 2014,  
mac Birmingham
Tuesday 28 October 2014,Trefoil House  
(see page 8 for more information)
Sunday 23 November 2014, CBSO Centre
Sunday 18 January 2015, CBSO Centre
Sunday 22 February 2015, mac Birmingham 
Sunday 12 April 2015, CBSO Centre
Sunday 3 May 2015, CBSO Centre
Sunday 7 June 2015, CBSO Centre

 
Places for these workshops are free but 
limited and must be booked in advance 
through the BCMG website or by calling 
0121 616 6519. Booking opens 3 weeks 
before the workshop.

Each workshop culminates in a performance  
for parents and family. Children who attend 
receive a free ticket and a concession for  
a parent/guardian to come to the linked  
BCMG concert. For more information visit 
bcmg.org.uk/learning

 

At BCMG we see young people as discerning 
listeners, experimental performers and creative 
musical adventurers. We are passionate about 
creating the very best learning opportunities 
which allow young people to flourish, to feel 
part of a bigger musical community and open 
their ears to new sound worlds. We create 
musical pathways that signpost young people 
from school projects to out-of-school 
projects and from workshops to concerts.

Though the main focus of our Learning and 
Participation Programme is young people, there 
are many opportunities for adults too beyond 
our performances. Insight Events, Meet the 
Composer days, pre-concert talks and 
creative workshops all aim to deepen our 
audience’s engagement and understanding of 
the music we perform.

We have fruitful relationships with the  
University of Birmingham and 
Birmingham Conservatoire, giving students 
opportunities to work with professionals as 
well as volunteer and gain valuable experience 
on our Learning programme. Our championing 
of new music stretches into affecting change 
in music education, with our strong emphasis 
on research and close links with the Faculty of 
Education at Birmingham City University.

This season we will be launching a new 
Learning Resources website, giving free 
online access to many creative music resources 
for young people, teachers and music educators.

You can find out more about our Programme 
at bcmg.org.uk/learning or by contacting 
Naomi Wellings, BCMG Learning  
Co-ordinator at naomi@bcmg.org.uk.

Arts Awards
Coming to BCMG events can 
count towards your Arts Award. 
BCMG also supports Children’s 
Arts Awards (ages 7-11).

BCMG Family Friendly
BCMG is signed up and adheres to 
the national Family Arts Standards. 

Our Learning and  
Participation Programme

Free music workshops!

Support our learning programme
We reach over 1,000 young people annually 
with our programme of 14 dedicated, 
integrated and strategic learning projects. 
There is no cost for young people attending 
workshops but they are not free to run. Help us 
to ensure young people in the city will continue 
to benefit from free high-quality musical 
workshops with BCMG for years to come.
bcmg.org.uk/supportus
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Saturday 31 January 2015, 7.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Conductor: Franck Ollu 
Piano: Nicolas Hodges * 
Viola: Christopher Yates ~ 
Bassoon: Gretha Tuls ~ 
Ivo Nilsson: new work (world premiere / 
BCMG Sound Investment commission)  
Marc-André Dalbavie: Palimpseste (BCMG 
Sound Investment commission 2002) 
Pascal Dusapin: Jetzt Genau * (UK premiere) 
Frédéric Durieux: Etude en Alternance N° 3 
(world premiere)  
Ivo Nilsson: Doppler Wobbler – concerto for 
viola, bassoon and ensemble ~ (UK premiere) 
Allain Gaussin: Mosaïque Céleste (UK premiere)

‘Hodges is a refreshing artist;  
he plays the classics as if they 
were written yesterday, and 
what was written yesterday  
as if it were already a classic.’ 
Tempo Magazine

Venture into the unknown with BCMG and enjoy 
a concert packed with premieres (two world and 
three UK) and awe-inspiring soloists!

Widely acknowledged as an expert in the field 
of contemporary and French music, conductor 
Franck Ollu brings a host of UK premieres to this 
concert, introducing a clutch of composers new to 
BCMG. Dalbavie, Dusapin, Durieux and Gaussin 
– all noted French composers – can list the 
composing greats Messiaen, Xenakis, Donatoni 
and Boulez amongst their various teachers. 

In the spirit of adventure, BCMG opens this 
concert with the premiere of a new piece by 
Swedish composer Ivo Nilsson, who studied when 
young with Allain Gaussin in Paris. His music is full 
of nervous energy, with a bright, glittering surface 
and this work, commissioned by BCMG at Ollu’s 
recommendation, will form the first of an eventual 
six-part series of works for European ensembles.

There will be a free pre-concert talk from 
6.30-7pm with Stephen Newbould. Open 
to all ticket holders.

Tuesday 24 February 2015, 7.30pm
Wigmore Hall, London

Friday 27 February 2015, 7.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Conductor: Jonathan Berman 
Sopranos:  Gillian Keith 

Rebecca von Lipinski
Jonathan Harvey: You  
Milton Babbitt: Quatrains  
Gerald Barry: new work (world premiere / 
BCMG Sound Investment commission) 
Thomas Adès: Life Story  
Kurt Schwertsik: Human Existence... 
Der Herr weis was der Wil 
singt meine schwäne  
Harrison Birtwistle: White and Light 
Night 
Tenebrae  
Olga Neuwirth: The Cartographer Song  
Poul Ruders: Alone  
Osvaldo Golijov: Sarajevo  
Detlev Glanert: Contemplated by a Portrait 
of a Divine  
Niccolo Castiglioni: Vallis Clausa  
Salvatore Sciarrino: Due Risvegli e il Vento  
Aldo Clementi: Wiegenlied  
Franco Donatoni: An angel within my heart 

This special Songbook programme is a rare 
opportunity to hear a hand-picked selection 
of 17 songs for soprano and small ensemble, 
commissioned over a ten year period from the late 
1980s by composer/BCMG Artist-in-Association 
John Woolrich and soprano Mary Wiegold.

In total, around 200 works were commissioned 
for The Songbook by inviting composers to write 
a ‘song’ (whatever that suggested to them in 
terms of choice of text, duration and musical 
language) and not a piece of vocal chamber 
music. 

Along with distinguished soloists Gillian 
Keith and Rebecca von Lipinski, BCMG 
presents a programme focusing on songs 
from the collection by European composers 
(plus an American and an Argentinian) in a 
concert that helps to establish these pieces as 
part of the repertoire. Complementing these 
will be a new ‘song’ by Gerald Barry, himself a 
brilliant writer for voice as anyone who heard 
BCMG’s European premiere performances of 
his acclaimed opera The Importance of Being 
Earnest in April 2012 will know.

At Wigmore Hall on Tuesday 24 February 
there will be a pre-concert talk from 
6-6.45pm. Tickets cost £4 and must be 
booked via the Wigmore Hall Box Office.

At CBSO Centre on Friday 27 February 
there will be a free pre-concert talk from 
6.30-7pm with Stephen Newbould and 
John Woolrich. Open to all ticket holders.

UK Firsts

Sunday 18 January 2015
Linked Music Maze & Zigzag 
Ensemble workshops
For ages 8-11 and 12-16 respectively
See page 12 for more information

The Songbook
15
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For ages 7+
Voyage with BCMG and find your pathway 
through multi-layered musical landscapes!

Created in collaboration with Birmingham-
based theatre company Stan’s Cafe, BCMG 
Family Concerts introduce young people 
and their families to the exciting world of 
contemporary music.

These hour-long performances weave music 
with theatrical and visual elements to create 
colourful and engaging concerts to ignite young 
imaginations.

This exhilarating programme of short pieces 
will paint a series of different musical scenes, 
with Simon Bainbridge’s Path to Othona 
allowing us to explore his musical landscape 
from many different perspectives.

There will be a fun activity café an hour 
before each performance – please turn 
up early and enjoy the whole Family 
Concerts experience!

Created in collaboration with Stan’s Cafe.

Sunday 8 March 2015, 11.30am & 2pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Conductor: Christopher Austin 
Theatre/visuals: Stan’s Cafe 
Programme to include 
Simon Bainbridge: Path to Othona

‘Really great range 
of instruments, 
compositions  
and fun theatrics.’
Parent,  
2013/14 Family Concerts

Sunday 22 February 2015
Linked Music Maze & Zigzag 
Ensemble workshops
For ages 8-11 and 12-16 respectively
See page 12 for more information

 Pathways & Places
 BCMG Family Concerts

‘Extra extra extra very 
good. Fantastic music!’ 
Young audience member,  
2013/14 Family Concerts
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Saturday 25 April 2015, 7.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

Conductor: Oliver Knussen 
Clarinet: Timothy Lines *
Igor Stravinsky: Septet 
George Perle: Critical Moments 
Arne Gieshoff: new work (world premiere 
/ BCMG/SaM Apprentice Composer-in-
Residence 2014) 
George Perle: Critical Moments 2 
Hans Werner Henze: Le Miracle de la Rose *

The only Birmingham concert of BCMG’s 
2014/15 season with the masterful Oliver 
Knussen at the helm, sets three American works 
(Stravinsky was a naturalised U.S. citizen by 
the time he wrote Septet in 1953) alongside 
two by German composers – including a world 
premiere from Arne Gieshoff.

The most substantial piece in the programme, 
Henze’s 40-minute Le Miracle de la Rose, is a 
musical evocation of a literary work of the same 
title by the French poet and playwright Jean 
Genet. The poetic content is transposed entirely 
into instrumental terms, with the exceptional 
Timothy Lines as soloist evoking the principal 
characters: the sixteen-year-old murderer 
Harcomone who awaits execution (solo clarinet); 
and the poet himself (bass clarinet).

Of the American modernist composers to 
emerge in the second half of the 20th century, 
George Perle proved to be one of the most 
delectable craftsmen. His late works Critical 
Moments (1996) and Critical Moments 2 (2001) 
are collections of pithy movements (six and 
nine respectively) in which flute, clarinet, violin, 
cello, piano and percussion exchange piquant 
thematic fragments.
 
There will be a free pre-concert talk from 
6.30-7pm with Stephen Newbould and 
Arne Gieshoff. Open to all ticket holders.

Visions
Friday 29 May 2015, 8pm
Saturday 30 May 2015, 6pm & 8pm
Sunday 31 May 2015, 2pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham

BEAST returns to CBSO Centre with a varied 
weekend of events. 

On Friday BEAST presents the first part 
of a project with the Qawwali Research Unit, 
in collaboration with Sampad, including new 
experimental music based on the recordings 
of Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan and A.R. Rahman. 

Saturday begins with a concert of recent 
electronic music from Birmingham and 
around the world. Later, composer Monty 
Adkins presents music from Rift Patterns, 
his beautiful work for prepared pianos, video, 
and electronic sound. 

Sunday rounds out the weekend’s events 
with BEAST’s first ever Family Concert 
– an intriguing journey into the world of 
electronic music!

Tickets:
Friday: £10 / £8 concessions / £5 students /  
£1 under 16s
Saturday: £14 / £10 concessions/ £5 
students /£1 under 16s
Sunday: £10 / £8 concessions / £5 students 
/ £1 under 16s 
Weekend ticket: £25 / £20 concessions / 
£10 students / £2 under 16s
 
To book or reserve tickets please  
contact BCMG on 0121 616 2619,  
email beast@bcmg.org.uk or book  
online at bcmg.org.uk

Sunday 12 April 2015
Linked Music Maze & Zigzag 
Ensemble workshops
For ages 8-11 and 12-16 respectively
See page 12 for more information

The Miracle  
of the Rose

The BCMG/SaM Apprentice Composer-in-Residence scheme  
is generously supported by The Leverhulme Trust.

‘… BCMG under Oliver Knussen’s 
fabulously alert direction … it 
was a feast for the ear and mind’ 
The Telegraph
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Sunday 3 May 2015
Linked Music Maze & Zigzag 
Ensemble workshops
For ages 8-11 and 12-16 respectively
See page 12 for more information

Friday 15 & Saturday 16 May 2015,  
7.30pm
CBSO Centre, Birmingham
 
Touring in May, culminating with  
a clutch of performances at the  
Linbury Studio Theatre, Royal Opera 
House, London during week beginning  
26 July 2015. 

Conductor: Martyn Brabbins 
Director: Richard Jones 
Designer: Stewart Laing 
Lighting design: Mimi Jordan Sherin 
Two actors * 
Six dancers ~
David Sawer: The Lighthouse Keepers * 
(BCMG Sound Investment and Cheltenham 
Music Festival co-commission 2013) 
David Sawer: Rumpelstiltskin ~  
(BCMG Sound Investment commission 2009)

Co-produced with The Royal Opera
Tour produced by BCMG

mad boy  
clever girl

★★★★★ 
The Times 

 ★★★★ 
The Guardian 

★★★★★ 
Birmingham Post 

★★★★ 
The Daily Telegraph 

★★★★★ 
Independent on Sunday 

★★★★ 
The Independent 

Sound Investment
Share in music’s future
David Sawer’s Rumpelstiltskin and 
The Lighthouse Keepers were both 
commissioned with the financial  
help of a wide range of individuals 
through our Sound Investment 
commissioning scheme. 

Sound Investment involves donors in 
the heart of our work, allowing BCMG to 
commission more new music from the most 
exciting composers of our time. Become a 
Sound Investor today and share in the thrill 
of commissioning new music. 

Forthcoming seasons will include 
premieres from Edmund Finnis, Helen Grime, 
Harrison Birtwistle and Benedict Mason.

For more information please visit 
the website or contact Alex Wright:  
alex@bcmg.org.uk  
0121 616 6523 
bcmg.org.uk/soundinvestment

BCMG presents the double-bill stage premiere 
of two widely acclaimed David Sawer theatrical 
works in one spectacular evening!

Composed and premiered four years apart, 
Rumpelstiltskin and The Lighthouse Keepers 
were always conceived to share the same stage. 
Written as partner pieces following commissions 
through BCMG’s Sound Investment scheme, 
these dramatic compositions pair new music with 
movement and theatre to tell two powerful stories.

Set at the top of a fifty-metre high lighthouse, 
six miles out to sea, Sawer’s on-stage radio play 
The Lighthouse Keepers, is a claustrophobic 
tale based on a 1905 French tragedy. With a 
storm raging outside, the tension grows and a 
secret is revealed between father and son just 
as a ship approaches the rocks…

Rumpelstiltskin tells the timeless Brothers 
Grimm tale of greed and the use and abuse of 
power through action, movement and music 
alone. This gripping parable newly told received 
rave reviews when premiered in 2009.

Sawer’s glitteringly brilliant score, full of 
rhythmic energy, skillfully expresses the story’s 
themes of transformation, ritual and revelation. 
Complementing this, Stewart Laing’s stunning set 
design and six dancers, under the expert direction 
of the Olivier and Tony Award-winning Richard 
Jones, present a tableau of moving pictures that 
brings Rumpelstiltskin to thrilling new life!

Tickets for all tour performances are  
not yet on sale. Watch this space for  
full details…

‘One of the most spectacular 
in BCMG’s long list of highly 
successful Sound Investment 
commissions … a gem of a piece.’
Birmingham Post on Rumpelstiltskin

‘… the sea pounds, a gale  
roars and the fine players of 
the Birmingham Contemporary 
Music Group send plenty  
of shivers up the spine. ‘
The Times on The Lighthouse Keepers



22 23

CBSO Centre is situated at the heart of 
Birmingham’s cultural quarter,  
close to Symphony Hall, Brindleyplace 
and Centenary Square.

Parking
There is metered parking on all streets around 
CBSO Centre. There are also car parks at 
Brindleyplace and Mailbox, both within a 
5-minute walk of the Centre.

Birmingham concerts  
Tickets for BCMG evening concerts at CBSO 
Centre, Birmingham on 4 and 19 October 2014, 
and 31 January, 15 February, 25 April, and 15 and 
16 May 2015 are priced as follows:

£14 full price
£10 concession
£1 under 16s
plus transaction fee*

Families@4 tickets: £3 plus transaction fee*
Family Concerts tickets: £5 plus 
transaction fee*
No charge for children under 3 years of age.
For both concerts – buy three tickets and the 
fourth family member gets in for free!

A free concert programme is included  
in the ticket price for every BCMG concert 
at CBSO Centre.

Tickets can be booked in advance via:
The Town Hall and Symphony Hall Box 
Office, Broad Street, Birmingham, B1 2EA

On the door tickets can be purchased at CBSO 
Centre on concert nights subject to availability. 
All seating is unreserved unless otherwise stated.

Concession tickets are available to over 65s, 
passport to leisure holders, wheelchair users 
and disabled patrons, and recipients of the 
following benefits: Income Support; Pensions 
Tax Credit and Disability Tax Credit. Disabled 
patrons can bring one companion to BCMG 
concerts free of charge.
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How to find us

Box Office:  
0121 345 0491
Online: bcmg.org.uk

Student tickets just £5
£5 tickets can be purchased (subject to 
availability) at CBSO Centre on concert nights 
by Birmingham Conservatoire and University 
of Birmingham music students. Valid student 
ID will be asked for prior to purchase.

Birmingham Workshops
Places for BCMG’s out-of-school workshops  
are free but limited and must be booked in 
advance through the BCMG website or by 
calling 0121 616 6519. Booking opens 3-4 
weeks before the workshop.

Booking tickets

Wigmore Hall Songbook concert
Tickets: £30 / £25 / £20 / £15 plus 
transaction fee**

Tickets can be booked in advance via:
The Box Office, Wigmore Hall Box Office, 36 
Wigmore Street, London W1U 2BP
Box Office: 020 7935 2141 
Online: wigmore-hall.org.uk

If you book online fewer than 5 days before an 
event, or are booking from a non-UK address, 
your tickets will be held at the Box Office for 
collection up to an hour before the event.

**Wigmore Hall ticket bookings are 
subject to a £1 booking fee. This fee covers 
the whole booking and is not per-ticket

*£3 transaction fee, plus £1 (optional) 
postage, will be charged on all bookings 
except purchases made in person at the 
Town Hall or Symphony Hall Box Office

CBSO Centre is equipped with adapted toilet 
facilities, key signposting in Braille and the hall 
is fitted with an infra-red amplification system 
(receivers are available on request). Limited free 
parking can be arranged on request.

Access to CBSO Centre’s concert hall, bar 
and toilets is all flat, with no steps or ramps. The 
hall configuration is flexible, meaning we can 
accommodate specific seating requests.

Guide dogs are very welcome at BCMG 
concerts. You can either keep them with you in 
the auditorium during the concert or event, or 
we will be happy to look after your dog for you 
in the foyer while you enjoy the performance.

For more information contact  
Tim Rushby, Marketing Manager:  
0121 616 2619 / tim@bcmg.org.uk

Accessibility

BCMG, CBSO Centre, Berkley Street, Birmingham, B1 2LF



Join the BCMG mailing list

Join our email and post mailing lists to receive 
regular updates from BCMG:
www.bcmg.org.uk/jointhemailinglist

Or write to us at 
Freepost RRAY-KLRC-LUES,  
BCMG, CBSO Centre, Berkley Street, 
Birmingham, B1 2LF, 
specifying what information you’d like  
to hear from us about.

Stay in touch
Engage with BCMG online to hear the stories 
behind the concerts and gain a deeper insight 
into the world of composition.

 facebook.com/bcmgfans
 twitter.com/bcmg @bcmg
 vimeo.com/bcmg
 youtube.com/bcmgtv

bcmg.org.uk
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